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2003 Jeep Wrangler 


by Sean Selby 


Door Lock 


1. Since 1945 the Jeep has been a staple of the American automobile 
market. In its 58 years of production and two platforms (the CJ and the YJ) 
the boxy shell and six-bar grill have remained signature trademarks. The 
2003 Jeep Wrangler is proof that even as it remains true to its roots, the 
security has increased by leaps and bounds. 


2. The door lock 
is separate from 
the handle on the 
full metal doors 
and the half- 
metal/half 
removable plastic 
doors. 


4. Next remove the three #15 Torx screws 
that hold on the door panel. Two are 
located at the bottom of the panel and one 
on the side. 


National Locksmith 
Automobile Association™ 


Publisher 
Marc Goldberg 


Director 
Greg Mango 


Printed in the U.S.A. 
NLAA, a division of the National 
Publishing Company 
Publishers of 
THE NATIONAL LOCKSMITH 


1533 Burgundy Parkway 
Streamwood, Illinois 60107 
Phone 630-837-2044 
Fax 630-837-1210 


E-mail address: 
natllock@aol.com 


Unsolicited manuscripts are 
accepted, but must include SASE. 


©2004 National Publishing Co. 
All rights reserved. 


Issue No. 49 


5. Remove 
the door 
panel with a 
small plastic 
pry bar, but 
do it gently. 
There are 
numerous 
fragile plastic 
clips also 
holding it on 
and if you 
just yank the 
panel off they 
will break. 
Here we see 
the weather 
barrier. 


3. The door panel and lock are 
extremely easy to remove. 
Begin by removing the window 
crank, which is held on by a 
horseshoe clip. 
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6. Detach the door-pull 
bracket by taking the 4 
Phillips head screws out. 


7. Take the weather barrier off the 
door, it’s held on by this plastic tacky 
substance. Remove it slowly so you 
can reattach the barrier easier and 
without rips. In this photograph we 
see the exposed door cavity. 


8. Here we see the 1/4” vertical linkage rod and bell crank for 
the outside door handle. 
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9. Since this vehicle has exposed linkage you 
can wedge the weather-stripping at the 
window almost parallel with the door handle. 
It can be unlocked with any vertical linkage 
tool. Insert the tool 3” from the window frame. 


10. Here we are using a “Z-Tool” to lift on the 
bell crank. When doing so be careful because 
it is made of plastic. 
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11. Now back to getting the door lock 
out. The next step to removing the 
lock is to reach into the door and 
remove the clip the holds the lock to 
the door. 


12. Using a pair of needle nose 
pliers removing the clip is easy with 
no struggles. 


13. After removing the clip and detaching the 
linkage from the bell crank, you can take the 
lock out of the door. Be careful of the linkage 
so that it doesn’t scratch the paint when it’s 
coming out of the lock’s hole. 
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14. The door lock contains 7 wafers in positions 2 
through 8. Through the drain hole in the bottom of 
the lock you can see all 7 wafers. 


15. Remove the horseshoe clip at the 
back of the lock housing to remove the 
plug for re-keying. 


Trunk Lock 


16. The trunk lock is located to the left of the 
spare tire and just underneath the rear handle. 
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17. The trunk lock mechanism is located in 
the upper corner of the trunk door. 


18. To remove the lock, first 
take the plastic cover off 
the trunk deck. To remove, 
unsnap from the bottom 
and lift up. There are no 
screws holding it on. 
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19. Fold back the plastic 
weather barrier and look 
for the door clip that 
holds the lock in place. 


20. With a pair of needle nose pliers remove 
the door clip and the linkage clip. The trunk 
lock will then slide right out. The trunk lock 
contains 7 wafers in positions 2 through 8. 
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22. The ignition locks active retainer is 
located under the column. In this photograph 
you see where to insert the probe to press 
the retainer in. 


Ignition Lock 


21. The ignition is in the steering 
column in this vehicle. 
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24. Here you can see the 
ignition and housing 
removed from the vehicle. 
Notice the retainer at the 
bottom of the lock 


23. With a working key turn the 
ignition to the “On” position. With a 
thin probe depress the retainer and 
the ignition will slide right out. 
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25. To remove the plug from 
the ignition housing, you 
must turn the plug past the 
lip at the end of the housing 
that holds the plug in. 


26. The ignition contains all eight wafers. 


Transponder Programming Procedures 


More than likely your jeep has been equipped with a transponder system for theft deterrence. Follow the steps below 
for key programming: 


Option 1: To program a new key when only one or no existing programmed keys are available 
Note: This can only be done with the use of an electronic device connected to the vehicles system. 
An important note to remember is the Chrysler (Jeep) products will need a 4 digit PIN Code to complete key 
programming. 
The PIN Code is usually obtained through Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep-Plymouth dealers or from the Chrysler Roadside, 
which also is referred to as Cross Country. It will display on the Dealers screen as the “Trunk” code, when in reality it is 
the PIN Code. 


Option 2: To program a new key when 2 existing programmed keys are available 


• Place the first existing programmed key into the ignition and turn to the ON position (just before the start position) 
• Wait at least 5-seconds but no more than 15-seconds and turn the key back to the OFF position and remove the key. 
• Within 15-seconds place the second existing programmed key into the ignition and turn to the ON position. 
• The red security light will come on after 10-seconds and 1 chirp will sound from the alarm to indicate the car is now in 
Learning Mode. 
• Within 60-seconds of the security light coming on return the key to the OFF position and remove it. 
• Place the new key to be programmed into the ignition and turn to the ON position. 
• One chirp will sound and the security light will go off after about 10-seconds. 
• Wait 5-seconds after the light goes out and return the key to the OFF position and remove the key. 


*Transponder programming information by Instacode 2004* 


Glove Box Lock 


27. The glove box on this vehicle does 
feature a key lock. 
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28. The lock is held in place by 4 Phillips 
head screws. Remove these screws and take 
the square plastic panel out. Be careful of 
the handle because is can get caught on the 
face of the glove box when removing it. 


29. This photo shows the glove box 
handle and lock assembly removed from 
the vehicle. 


30. To remove the plug with a working key, 
insert a wire into the plug retainer. 


31. The lock contains 4 wafers in positions 5 through 8. Here 
we see the four wafers for the lock. 
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34. With a key inserted in 
the lock depress the 
retainer and move the key 
counter-clockwise to 
remove the plug. 


33. The retainer hole is positioned at the 
very top of the lock. Here a thin probe is 
accessing the retainer. 


32. There is another lock in the vehicle in the center 
console/armrest. 


Center Console Lock 
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36. The plug containing 3 wafers in 
position 5 through 7. 


35. The plug being 
removed from its plastic 
housing. 


